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The -59 Modifier and X(EPSU) Modifiers –  
Effective January 1, 2015, for all UCare products 

 

Providers now have additional modifiers to choose from to identify the necessity of performing a distinct 

procedural service.  In addition to the -59 Distinct Procedural Modifier, effective January 1, 2015, Medicare 

introduced four additional situational modifiers: 
 

Modifier Situational Definition 

-XE Separate Encounter 
A service that is distinct because it occurred during a separate 

encounter 

-XS Separate Structure 
A service that is distinct because it was performed on a separate 

organ/structure 

-XP Separate Practitioner 
A service that is distinct because it was performed by a different 

practitioner 

-XU Unusual, Non-Overlapping 

Service 

A service that is distinct because it does not overlap with the usual 

components of the primary/main service performed 

 

Effective January 1, 2015, UCare has made the decision to accept the- 59 Distinct Procedural Service and the four 

X(EPSU) situational modifiers for all of their products.  At this time, there is no plan to discontinue use of the -59 

modifier.  When submitting claims, providers should follow the guidelines outlined below: 

 The -59 modifier and the situational modifiers will be adjudicated in the same manner. By appending 

any of the modifiers, providers are indicating that there is sufficient documentation to support the 

modifier used, and the service provided is separate and distinct from other services provided.   

 The -59 modifier and a situational modifier should not be appended to the same service.  

 One of the four situational modifiers should be used in place of the -59 modifier when it more 

accurately and specifically defines the circumstance that necessitated a distinct service. 

 More than one situational modifier should not be appended to a service.  Select the situational 

modifier that most accurately identifies the circumstances that necessitated a distinct service. 

It is UCare’s intent to align with Medicare; therefore, we will continue to monitor Medicare guidelines regarding 

the use of the -59 modifier and the X(EPSU) situational modifiers.   Included below are links to pertinent Medicare 

communications regarding the -59 Distinct Procedural and X(EPSU) Situational Modifiers. 
 

Links: 

 http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-

MLN/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM8863.pdf 

 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R1422OTN.pdf 

 https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-

MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/SE1503.pdf 

 
Provider BULLETIN 

 

http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM8863.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM8863.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R1422OTN.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/SE1503.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/SE1503.pdf

